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GUESS WHO?

The first time [ saw American kids playing "Guess
Who?" in New York, I thought, "This is an ideal game
for Japanese." Now that it is available to the English
teaching community in Japan, I would like to
recommend it as a strong teaching tool, which really
makes English come alive through the active questioning
of the players.

First of all, two players or teams are necessary to play
the game. One team uses the red game board and the
other uses the blue one. The 24 cards, consisting of
fascinating male and female faces, are all flipped up on
the game boards. The teacher or student in charge gives
each team a card with an interesting face on it; the
opposing team cannot see it. That card is propped up in
front of the game board. The object of the game is for
one team to guess who the other team's “mystery
person” is.

Each team can ask one question about the “mystery
person” . The opposing team can only give YES or NO
answers. When the team asking a question receives its
YES or NO answer, that team flips down the cards of
the faces that are eliminated via the answer. For
example, if the red team asks, "Is she wearing a hat?"
and the blue team says NO, then the red team flips down
all the faces of women who are wearing hats. It's all
suspenseful and a gradual process of elimination.

These are the questions that we practice with the
students before playing.
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The first few times your students play this game, they
will need to look at the blackboard or a print with the
questions. But after playing it about three times, they are
able to ask the questions on their own. It's entertaining
and never loses its appeal. It's even fun for the teacher to
play against all the students! Can you beat your students
at Guess Who?
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-Isitaman? (ENIEBOATITH, )
-Is it a woman? ( ENIETDATET D, )
)

- Is she/ he wearing glasses? (D AZSHHREMITULETH,
- Is she/ he wearing a hat? ( €D AISIEFENS>TVETH, )

- Is she wearing earring?

(DA (BLX) BIYVI92LTHWETH, )

- Does she/ he have brown/ black/ blond/ white hair?
(FOARRE/ BE/ 708/ FE/BETID. )

- Does he have a beard? (DA () I3HZOTE2ERLTNETH. )
- Does he have a mustache? ( €0

() FO0IT2ERLTLETH, )
-Does he have a goatee? (FNDA (&) I&
WEDISLUOITFEERLTOETD, )

- Does he have blue/ brown eyes? (FD Al
BLW/FBLEHEZLTWETD., )

-Does he have long/ short/ curly hair?
(ZDADERRL /1B BEETID. )
Is he bald? (DA () BFF/IFTLETH. )
Is it (name)? (ED AW ( BEI ) TTH. )
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